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lt;div&gt;Common use in English

 The English language does not use the tilde 

as a diacritic, though it is used in some loanwords. The standalone form of the 

symbol is used more widely. Informally, it means &lt;span&gt;&quot;approximately

&quot;, &quot;about&quot;, or &quot;around&quot;&lt;/span&gt;, such as &quot;~30

 minutes before&quot;, meaning &quot;approximately 30 minutes before&quot;.&lt;/
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